
  

 
 TO:  HISTORIC LANDMARKS FROM: Harry Freitas 
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 PERMIT (FILE NO. H15-047) 
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         COUNCIL DISTRICT: 3 

         

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Review the proposed Site Development Permit (File No. H15-047) project plans to partially 
demolish the Herrold Laboratory Building (City Landmark No. 74), receive public comment, and 
provide comments regarding the scope of the analysis for the proposed project, as required by the 
City Council Policy on the Preservation of Historic Landmarks. 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
The proposed Site Development Permit (File No. H15-047), if approved, would allow for the 
construction of a 25-story development with up to 292 residential units and approximately 5,910 
square feet of ground-floor commercial space on an approximately 0.50 gross acre site located 
on the northeast corner of South Market Street and East William Street. 

The proposed Site Development Permit includes the demolition of the Herrold Laboratory 
Building (City Landmark No. 74), with the exception of retaining the eastern façade facing 1st 
Street.   
 
Designation as a City Landmark 

The Herrold Laboratory Building, also known as the Herrold College of Engineering and Radio, 
was designated as a City Landmark in 1992 based on the following findings: 

1. Its character, interest, or value is part of the local, regional, state, or national history, 
heritage, or culture within the themes of Communication, Religion, and Education during 
the City’s Horticulture Era (1870-1918). 

2.  Its identification with Dr. Charles Herrold who significantly contributed to the local, 
regional, and national history by pioneering California’s first radio transmission in 1894, 
and in 1909 established the first American commercial radio station in San Jose.  Dr. 
Herrold also started the College of Engineering and Radio, which helped mold the 
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November 23, 2015 
 
Edward Saum, Chair 
Historic Landmarks Commission 
200 E Santa Clara Street -- 5th Floor 
San Jose CA 95113 
 
Dear Ed – 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Gateway Tower project that will be heard at the 
Commission’s December 2, 2015 meeting. 

 
Our Board has reviewed the Gateway Tower project, heard two presentations by representatives of 
the developer, CORE, and discussed this proposal. As a result, we are pleased to support this project. 

 
The proposed building will retain, incorporate and preserve the four facades: 
 
465-467 S. First Street - (Doc Herrold space - City Landmark #74) 
455 S. First Street - a Structure of Merit 
470-480 S. Market Street (rear part of the Doc Herrold Landmark building) 
460 S. Market Street (the rear of 455 S. First Street) 
 
These will be commercial spaces and the facades will be rehabilitated following the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for repair and rehabilitation. The area where Doc Herrold had his school and 
store will be dedicated space for a professionally curated exhibit area. The exhibits will bring more 
awareness about Doc Herrold, the innovations of early electronics, and the history and culture of San 
Jose. History San Jose has been contracted to produce the educational exhibit materials. 

 
Preserving important elements of the Doc Herrold building and providing an educational opportunity 
to visitors to learn more about his work is an important element of this project. We hope this will set a 
precedent for future developments and will encourage new development to continue this effort to 
preserve our history. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Gateway Tower project. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Brian K. Grayson 
Executive Director 

 


